CFI CERTIFICATION REQUIREMENTS

Installers achieving CFI Certification must sign and abide by the CFI Agreement and follow the Manufacturer’s installation recommendations.  CFI Certification signifies that the Installer who successfully completes category requirements has demonstrated the skills listed below to the Certifier.

It is important to understand the category of achievement of a CFI Certified Installer.

RESIDENTIAL- I 

Lightweight, Base-grade, Tufted carpet - Two Years Experience  
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  1)  Answer written and oral questions for R–I

  2)  Figure diagram with seam placement / yardage

  3)  Successfully complete EPA and OSHA tests

  4)  Demonstrate proper powerstretching techniques

  5)  Construct lengthgrain / crossgrain seams for stretch-in and direct-glue

  6)  Correctly apply seam sealer/latex

  7)  Upholster stair with spindles

  8)  Understand basics of pattern alignment

  9)  Understand floor preparation and doorway terminations

10)  Correctly identify carpet and (5) backings 

11)  Demonstrate the technique of top row cutting

NO ASSISTANCE DURING R-I TESTING TO RECEIVE RESIDENTIAL-II 

RESIDENTIAL- II 

More difficult installations of Berber, Dense-Cut Pile, Patterned – Minimum Four-Years Experience

  1)  Excels in Residential-I  Skills in addition to:

  2)  Answers correctly written and oral questions for R-I / R-II

  3)  Constructs lengthgrain/crossgrain seams in stretch-in/direct-glue in more difficult carpets

 4)  Identifies pattern location and correction techniques

 5)  Powerstretches and trims carpet correctly

 6)  Performs more advanced skills testing

 7)  Identifies carpets and (12) backings

 8)  Construct bordered carpet with mitered corners

 9)  Communicates professionally with Certifier during oral questioning of job layout and installation

COMMERCIAL- I 

Lightweight, Basegrade – Small commercial applications  - Minimum Two-Years Experience

  1)  Answers written and oral test questions  C-I

 2)  Successfully completes OSHA and EPA Test

 3)  Figures diagram with seam placement / yardage

  4)  Identify carpet and (5) backings and explain installation procedures

  5)  Recognize floor preparation procedures

  6)  Apply seam sealer/latex correctly

  7)  Demonstrates the technique of top row cutting

  8)  Understands correct adhesive/proper trowel sizes

  9)  Understands temperature and moisture issues

10)  Explains terminations of carpet to other surfaces/wallbase

11)  Demonstrates proper use of powerstretcher and pattern matching techniques

12)  Installs upholstered stair 

NO ASSISTANCE DURING C-I TESTING TO RECEIVE COMMERCIAL-II 

COMMERCIAL- II 

Intensive testing procedures - Double Glue Installations, Patterns, Minimum Four-Years Experience

 1)    Excels at requirements of C-I in addition to:

 2)    Installs proficiently dense cut piles, patterns, loops, graphics, woven 

 3)    Understands and can explain proper double-glue installation procedures

 4)   Understands and can explain proper attached cushion backings and installation

5) Proficient with patterns and can explain pattern location, problems and correction techniques

 6)   Install all types of stairs proficiently

 7)   Installs mitered borders – Constructs seams/hot melt and direct glue

 8)   Professionally explains the importance of communication and teamwork

 9)   Possesses ability to read blueprints and explains the use of roll sequence

10)  Correctly identifies carpet and (12) backings and explains installation procedures

11)  Identifies cushions and correct application

12)  Site conditions – must be proficient concerning moisture, alkalinity, job site conditions

13)  Communicates professionally with Certifier during oral questioning of job layout and installation 

14)  Understands importance and explains proper staffing and management of large installations

15)  Explains thoroughly installation procedures with commercial woven products                                 11-2002

MASTER- II 

Intensive testing procedures - Minimum Ten-Years Experience

RECEIVES ABSOLUTELY NO ASSISTANCE

REQUIREMENTS

1) Submit a detailed resume 

2) Submit TWO letters of recommendation for the Master-II Program

3) Submit Master-II four-page application detailing past installation history, job specifics and items that qualify the Installer for Master-II designation.   

4) Successful completion of the Master-II written test 

5) Successful completion of the skills and oral requirements

6) Successful completion of the R I-II and C I-II or Master categories

REQUIRED TO DEMONSTRATE or EXPLAIN

1. Seaming and handsewing of woven and specialty carpets

2. Knowledge and skill of how to properly estimate, schedule, manage and staff larger installations

3. Demonstrates proficiency in conversing with client concerning borders, intricate patterns, beveling, etc.

4. Essential knowledge to communicate regarding moisture, alkalinity and floor preparation procedures

5. Possesses the necessary  “people skills” to assist industry personnel and properly staff the job

6. Exhibits ability to identify and explain correct carpet and cushion for various types of applications

7. Demonstrates ability to install handsewn bullnose stair and borders on curved and angled stairs    

8. Can readily identify a minimum of 25 carpet backings

9. Demonstrates knowledge of modular tile installation systems        

10. Demonstrates ability to install covebase, stair treads and transitions         

11. Is proficient in all skills required of R I-II, C I-II and Master Installers

12. AND MUCH MORE!
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